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For forty five years Dolphin has thrived as a family 
of students from very diverse backgrounds, a 
characteristic which is intrinsic to our philosophy 
of education and one which has enriched all 
of us.  It has been inspirational to watch the 
members of this family continue their journeys as 
they venture forth over the years into the wider 
world and find fulfilment. And it has been a delight 
to welcome so many of our Old Delphinians 
back to Dolphin, many of whom also chose to 
send their children on the Dolphin journey.

At the heart of the School’s ethos is this diversity of 
background, culture and economic means. We do 
not seek to fill our classrooms with the children of 
the wealthy and privileged for to do so is counter 
to our basic ideals. Many of our families endure 
significant financial sacrifice to send their children to 
Dolphin because of the unique education it offers.

Today the financial challenges both to our existing 
families and to our future families are growing 
ever steeper, as are the costs of providing 
an outstanding education. Over the years the 
school has been able to provide some financial 
help to those families who would not be able, 
ordinarily, to consider sending their child to The 
Dolphin School, or who found themselves in 
unexpected financial difficulty. This assistance 
has brought us, over the years, a wonderful 
intake of engaged and sometimes very high-
achieving children. Some of their thoughts have 
been captured throughout this booklet. Please 
take a moment to read and enjoy them.

Our charity, The Delphic Bursary Fund, is the 
next ambitious step in providing a self-sufficient 
means of funding places for children of families 
who would not usually think of independent 
education. We feel passionately that every child, 
irrespective of financial means, should have 
the opportunity to enjoy a Dolphin education. 
Please join us to help these journeys to begin.

Ophelia Follett
July 2015

Dolphin is an incredible school. It instilled in 
me a love of learning that will stay with me for the 
rest of my life. Quite over and above to teaching 
the ‘syllabus’ and ensuring that we went onto top 
schools, it encouraged creativity, curiosity, and 
out-of-the-box thinking, and sparked passion for 
extra-curricular activities such as sports, music,  
and drama.  

Alex 
Class of 1993  

At Dolphin for Years Three through Eight
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A HISTORY OF HELPING

Whilst no Bursary Fund as such existed at Dolphin in the 1970’s, the school offered an altruistic approach 
towards fees. There are recollections amongst Old D’s from this era, some perhaps apocryphal, of Elton 
Follett asking, “What can you afford?” when clearly struggling parents tried to meet their fee obligations. 
Similarly, in the spirit of financial fair play, sightings of brand new sports cars driven by parents could also 
result in upwardly revised fee slips.

What these pieces of Dolphin folklore say about the school is twofold. Firstly, then, as today, many families work 
to the very limits of affordability to send their children to the school. Secondly, the school has always cared about 
finding ways of assisting families who are committed to the school yet have modest financial means. 

My family was undoubtedly a beneficiary of the school’s benevolence. My parents also had help from a kindly 
grandparent who, by no means wealthy, saw the unique opportunity and environment in which his young 
grandson could thrive. Dolphin’s fees were modest even by the standards of the day, yet my parents could 
never have considered an independent education at that time without help or assistance. As a result of a 
generous grandparent, parental sacrifices and the school’s attitude of ‘child before fees’, I was able to embark 
on a remarkable primary schooling that set me up in so many ways for the rest of my life.

In the current day, to the benefit of the school’s long term financial security, such arbitrary acts of altruism 
can no longer be practised. A regulated and well administrated vehicle such as the Bursary Fund has to be 
self-supporting and secure so that the very essence of the Dolphin experience, the freedom to learn and 
the unlocking of talent, can be enjoyed by as many children as is possible for many, many years to come.
 
Andre Compton 
Class of 1984

HOW WILL THE DELPHIC BURSARY 
FUND WORK? 
 
The bursary fund is a registered charity  
(no. 1144348) that was established in 2012.  
To date, fundraising success and the fund’s 
balance remain very modest and it is not yet 
able to provide any meaningful assistance to 
children and families for which it is intended.

In order to operate viably, the fund must be able 
to work solely off its interest-based earnings 
without depreciating its capital base. 

It is the goal of the fund and its Trustees 
to provide financial assistance for at least 
one child by September 2017, and each 
subsequent year thereafter. Our vision is 
that within a few years, Dolphin can proudly 
enjoy the contribution of Bursary Fund 
assisted students throughout the school.

 
In order to achieve this ambitious goal, we will 
face a significant financial challenge. Here are a 
few numbers to put this challenge into context:

• With fees at their current (2015) level, to fully 
assist one student through Reception class 
to Year Eight, the Bursary Fund would require 
a minimum capital base value of £800,000. 

• That’s 8,000 donations of £100 per 
person. Realistic? Of course not. 

• But the fund can start to offer 
partial assistance via means testing 
at lower fund levels, notionally of 
around £400,000 in fund value. 

• And smaller donations are as crucial 
to the funds’ operational prospects as 
larger ones. For example, five annual 
individual donations of £100 per annum 
will yield over 20 years the equivalent of an 
academic year’s fees (at current levels).

Dolphin was the best primary education I 
could have dreamed of. My horizons were 
expanded both inside and outside of the 
classroom. We were often up a mountain in 
Wales or at a chateau in France. This definitely 
fostered my sense of adventure which has been 
an invaluable attribute in addition to academic 
excellence. These were the best tools with 
which to equip me later in life at university and 
work. Thank you, Dolphin, for everything.  

Afiya
Class of 2003  

At Dolphin for Years Four through Eight

With a clarity that only the passage of time 
can bring, I realised that my time at Dolphin 
was profoundly significant. Dolphin gave me the 
tools, the language, the experiences necessary 
to successfully navigate a world which is not 
structured in my favour. The bursary I received 
and the opportunity to study there has had a 
notable influence on my development as an 
individual. My love of art, literature, travel and 
dedication to fighting inequality all started here. 
For this, I am eternally grateful.  

Kim
Class of 2004    

At Dolphin for Years Three through Eight
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Attending Dolphin School was a rewarding 
experience for me, one which would not have 
been possible if it weren’t for the Delphic 
Bursary Fund. I feel that it gave me a lot of 
options and opportunities that I would not have 
otherwise had such as the chance to study 
Classics and Latin. This turned out to be a love 
of mine which I continued through to A Level. 

 I have also been able to form friendships that 
have lasted well into adulthood. These friendships 
were solidified during our yearly field trips to 
places such as Dorset and Normandy, which 
allowed us to bond outside of a school setting 
while still giving us the opportunity to learn about 
a wide variety of topics. 

I will always have fond memories of going to 
Dolphin School not least of which are the many 
drama productions that I was able to take part in 
throughout my school life and these memories 
are why I am extremely grateful for the Delphic 
Bursary Fund.

 
JN

Class of 2005 
At Dolphin for Years Two through Eight

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 
Of course, the simple answer is to say, 
‘Please donate to the Bursary Fund’, and, of 
course, that would be gratefully welcomed! 
However, the Fund also requires a more 
pragmatic approach in order to meet its 
fundraising targets and fulfil its objectives.

What it actually requires is support. This can be 
financial, from individuals and organisations, or it 
can be by promoting awareness and understanding 
about the Fund’s existence and objectives.

The Fund’s establishment and growth will be 
achieved in the following ways:

Individual Donations
• Monthly or annual contributions
• One-off donations
• Bequests via wills

Organisational Fundraising
• Applications for support to grant makers and 

endowment funds
• Corporate donations or sponsorship

Alumni And Dolphin Community Fundraising
• Hosting Gala events 
• Networking events and activity
• Offering creative ideas around  

fundraising opportunities

If you can help with support in any way, whether it’s 
to make an introduction to a possible donor or to 
develop a Bursary fundraising idea, please contact 
Andre Compton via andre@handstandcreative.com

I distinctly remember, just before I began my duration at the school, being extremely scared, nervous 
and not quite sure what to expect from the new world I was about to enter.  At the time I had never 
seen anywhere like it, such a small school, such close friendships, brilliant relationships with the 
teachers, beautiful location and best of all the fact that the students didn’t have to wear a uniform.  
What more could you want at that age! I will be eternally grateful for the opportunity I was given to attend 
the school by means of the scholarship/bursary awarded, and I will be forever in the school’s debt for 
believing in me enough to award me with something so great, as I do not come from a well off family 
who would have never been able to afford such a privilege as this.

 I was provided with such a good start in my education. Dolphin also helped me find what I loved to do 
in life, my calling almost! When I first began my time at the school I didn’t have much interest in sport 
or that side of things, but the facilities, as well as the extremely supportive and encouraging teachers 
at the school kindled my now long burning love for sport, which has in turn lead me all the way down 
to Cardiff to study Sport and Physical Education at university with the plan of being a teacher once 
I graduate, and I have Dolphin to thank for this. So many opportunities are provided for such a wide 
range of talents at the school, and so many means of help are offered to try and gain as many talented 
pupils as possible into the Dolphin family. My time at Dolphin was an incredibly unique experience, one 
that I will honestly never forget and I have the fondest memories when I think about all that I experienced 
whilst I was there. I only wish I could have studied there for longer! I never wanted to leave!

I cannot talk highly enough of Dolphin School; I miss it and the teachers that guided me through my 
early education very dearly, and I am glad to see that it is still thriving with life and enjoyment as well as 
such high quality teaching.

Jade S
Class of 2007DELPHIC BURSARY FUND
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I was very nervous when starting Dolphin 
School. I had no idea how fantastic the next 
two years of my life would be. Even to this day 
I look back and fill with joy because I was able 
to be a part of such a supporting and unique 
family. The teachers helped me to develop my 
talents in sports and pursue titles in athletics, 
rugby and football. Dolphin also introduced me 
into new activities such as acting where I was 
fortunate enough to play big roles in the school’s 
productions. I travelled many times with the 
school, and experienced a lot of things that the 
majority of children at that age are unable to 
experience. Dolphin School had a large impact on 
my life and helped shape the person I am today. 
Thank you for the opportunity and the support. 

 
Foluke

Class of 2008 
At Dolphin Years Seven and Eight
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